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What is claimed is:

1. A nucleic acid-lipid particle, said particle comprising a
cationic lipid; a non-cationic lipid; a PEG-lipid conjugate;
and a nucleic acid.

2. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, further
comprising a sterol.

3. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, wherein said
cationic lipid is selected from the group consisting of
DODAC, DDAB, DOTAP, DOTMA, DOSPA, DOGS,
DC-Chol, and combinations thereof.

4. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, wherein said
non-cationic lipid is selected from the group consisting of
DOPE, POPC, EPC, and combinations thereof.

5. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, wherein said
cationic lipid comprises from about 2% to about 55% by
weight of the total lipid present in said particle.

6. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, wherein said
cationic lipid comprises from about 5% to about 45% by
weight of the total lipid present in said particle.

7. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, wherein said
cationic lipid comprises from about 5% to about 15% by
weight of the total lipid present in said particle.

8. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, wherein said
cationic lipid comprises from about 40% to about 50% by
weight of the total lipid present in said particle.

9. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, wherein said
non-cationic lipid comprises from about 37% to about 89%
by weight of the total lipid present in said particle.

10. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, wherein said
non-cationic lipid comprises from about 37% to about 75%
by weight of the total lipid present in said particle.

11. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, wherein said
PEG-lipid comprises from about 1% to about 15% by weight
of the total lipid present in said particle.

12. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, wherein said
PEG-lipid comprises about 10% by weight of the total lipid
present in said particle.

13. The particle of claim 1, wherein said nucleic acid is
DNA.

14. The particle of claim 13, wherein said DNA is a
plasmid.

15. The nucleic acid-lipid particle of claim 1, wherein the
nucleic acid in said nucleic acid-lipid particle is not sub-
stantially degraded after incubation of said serum in serum
at 37° C. for 30 minutes.

16. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a nucleic
acid-lipid particle comprising a cationic lipid; a non-cationic
lipid; a PEG-lipid conjugate; and a nucleic acid; and, a
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier.

17. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 16, wherein
the nucleic acid-lipid particle further comprises a sterol.

18. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 16, wherein
said nucleic acid is DNA.

19. A method of introducing a nucleic acid into a cell, said
method comprising contacting said cell with a nucleic
acid-lipid particle comprising a cationic lipid, a non-cationic
lipid, a PEG-lipid conjugate, and a nucleic acid.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the nucleic acid-
lipid particle further comprises a sterol.
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